


�$�R�U�G�S �H�A�V�E �A�N �I�N�V�O�L�U�N�T�A�R�Y �E�F�F�E�C�T �O�N �T�H�E �E�Y�E�S 
that you cannot control.

The police are trained to spot this. 

IS DRUG DRIVING AGAINST THE LAW?

�)�T �I�S �A�N �O�F�F�E�N�C�E �T�O �D�R�I�V�E �W�H�I�L�S�T �U�Nfit through 
drugs. Many people think that if they drive 
under the in�uence of drugs, a vehicle search 
and a potential charge of possession is all 
they have to be worried about.  

CAN THE POLICE SPOT A  
DRUG DRIVER?

The police are on the look out now more than 
�E�V�E�R �A�N�D �A�S�I�D�E �F�R�O�M �J�U�S�T �T�H�E �E�R�R�A�T�I�C �D�R�I�V�I�N�G 
behaviour, know all the signs to spot a drug 
driver.

�%�V�E�N �I�F �S�O�M�E�O�N�E �I�S �P�U�L�L�E�D �O�V�E�R �F�O�R �A �R�E�A�S�O�N 
such as a broken rear light, the police have 
every right to assess their capability to drive 
�A�N�D �I�F �R�E�Q�U�I�R�E�D �M�A�K�E �T�H�E�M �U�N�D�E�R�G�O �A �&�I�E�L�D 
�)�M�P�A�I�R�M�E�N�T �!�S�S�E�S�S�M�E�N�T�� 

“People need to be aware that police officers 
are easily able to recognise and identify the 
signs of drug impairment in drivers. If an officer 
stops a motor vehicle they will take into account 
the way it is being driven, and the appearance 
and behaviour of the driver will be examined for 
the obvious tell tale signs of drug use. 

Drug driving is as unacceptable as drink driving. 
Isn’t it time we all start to think this way?”

�0�# �!�N�D�Y �4�A�Y�L�O�R�� �2�O�A�D�S �0�O�L�I�C�I�N�G �)�M�P�A�I�R�E�D 
�$�R�I�V�E�R �4�E�A�M�� �#�H�E�S�H�I�R�E �0�O�L�I�C�E

CAN THE POLICE TEST FOR DRUGS?

�$�R�U�G �D�R�I�V�E�R�S �M�A�Y �T�H�I�N�K �T�H�A�T �J�U�S�T �B�E�C�A�U�S�E �T�H�E�Y 
pass a test for alcohol they will be off the hook. 
This is not the case because the police can 
also prosecute a driver who is un fit through 
drugs and there are various ways they can 
detect and prove the offence. 

�/�N�E �S�P�E�C�Ific test the police use is the  
�&�I�E�L�D �)�M�P�A�I�R�M�E�N�T �!�S�S�E�S�S�M�E�N�T�� �)�T �C�A�N �B�E 
administered by trained of ficers at the 
roadside and is based on an observation of 
impairment, rather than a biological test. 

�)�F �T�H�E �P�O�L�I�C�E �B�E�L�I�E�V�E �T�H�E �D�R�I�V�E�R �W�A�S �D�R�I�V�I�N�G 
whilst un fit through drugs, they will arrest 
them at the roadside and take them down to 
the police station where they will be examined 
by a doctor.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF YOU  
GET CAUGHT?

The consequences of a drug drive conviction 
are devastating and far reaching. The 
penalties are the same as for drink driving. 

�! �D�R�U�G �D�R�I�V�E�R �W�I�L�L �R�E�C�E�I�V�E��

�s�� �! �M�I�N�I�M�U�M �����
�M�O�N�T�H �D�R�I�V�I�N�G �B�A�N

�s�� �! �C�R�I�M�I�N�A�L �R�E�C�O�R�D

�s�� �! fine of up to £5000

�&�U�R�T�H�E�R�M�O�R�E��

�s����4�H�E�R�E �W�I�L�L �B�E �A �S�P�E�C�Ific record on the driving 
licence for eleven years that details a 
conviction for drug driving

�s����)�F �T�H�E �D�R�I�V�E�R �I�S �C�O�N�V�I�C�T�E�D �O�F �C�A�U�S�I�N�G �D�E�A�T�H �B�Y 
dangerous driving, they will receive a prison 
sentence of up to fourteen years

�s����)�F �T�H�E�Y �D�R�I�V�E �F�O�R �W�O�R�K �T�H�E�I�R �E�M�P�L�O�Y�E�R �W�I�L�L 
see the conviction when they have to 
produce their licence

�s����#�A�R �I�N�S�U�R�A�N�C�E �C�O�S�T�S �W�I�L�L �I�N�C�R�E�A�S�E 
signi ficantly

�s����!�N�Y �D�R�U�G�
�R�E�L�A�T�E�D �C�O�N�V�I�C�T�I�O�N �M�A�Y �M�E�A�N 
encountering dif ficulties getting permission 
�T�O �E�N�T�E�R �C�O�U�N�T�R�I�E�S �S�U�C�H �A�S �T�H�E �5�3�!

�4�H�I�S �I�S �H�O�W �D�R�U�G�S �#�!�. �A�F�F�E�C�T �Y�O�U�R �D�R�I�V�I�N�G��

CANNABIS

Cannabis users often think they are safer 
when they are under the in�uence because 
�T�H�E�Y �D�R�I�V�E �S�L�O�W�E�R�� �(�O�W�E�V�E�R�� �T�H�I�S �A�L�S�O �M�E�A�N�S 
that the driver avoids tasks that require 
�E�F�F�O�R�T�� �L�I�K�E �O�V�E�R�T�A�K�I�N�G�� �)�T �A�L�S�O �D�I�S�T�O�R�T�S 
perception of time and distance so other 
vehicles seem closer than they really are. 

The specific effects of driving on cannabis 
are: 

�s�� �3�L�O�W �D�R�I�V�I�N�G

�s�� �!�V�O�I�D�I�N�G �D�R�I�V�I�N�G �T�A�S�K�S �T�H�A�T �R�E�Q�U�I�R�E �E�F�F�O�R�T

�s�� �!�F�F�E�C�T�S �A�B�I�L�I�T�Y �T�O �C�O�N�T�R�O�L �T�H�E �C�A�R �S�A�F�E�L�Y

�s�� �)�N�C�R�E�A�S�E�D �R�E�A�C�T�I�O�N �A�N�D �D�E�C�I�S�I�O�N �T�I�M�E�S 

�s����)�N�A�C�C�U�R�A�T�E �J�U�D�G�E�M�E�N�T �O�F �T�I�M�E �A�N�D 
distance

�s�� �)�N�A�B�I�L�I�T�Y �T�O �M�A�I�N�T�A�I�N �H�E�A�D�W�A�Y

�s�� �0�O�O�R �C�O�N�T�R�O�L �O�F �L�A�T�E�R�A�L �P�O�S�I�T�I�O�N

�s�� �)�M�P�A�I�R�E�D �S�U�S�T�A�I�N�E�D �V�I�G�I�L�A�N�C�E


